KINDS   OF   WHOLES
world? It is of course the expression of the Absolute, its appear-
ance. Reality shines through it, and makes it appear as real. But
when we experience this appearance, we do not see this Absolute.
This means that we do take the appearance by itself. And if the
Absolute is real, then the appearance is neither real nor unreal.
The relation thus between the Absolute and the world is neither
positive nor negative. This is akin to the view we came across
while discussing the ideas of the Lankavatara, according to which
the world is neither identical with the Alaya nor different from it.
The idea of superposition implies this relation.
But still as an ideal to be attained by the individual through
real effort, the Absolute is positively related to the world. It is
the fulfilment of the finite, its completion. And as an ultimate
presupposition, it is absolutely depended upon by the finite. But
in the reverse direction this absolute dependence does not hold.
The Absolute does not depend upon the world, as the world
depends upon the Absolute. The existence of the world is the
existence of the Absolute. But the existence of the Absolute is not
that of the world. So the relation between the two in the direction
from the Absolute to the world is negative, not in the sense of
opposition but in the sense of indifference. The idea of super-
position covers both the positive and the negative relations. This
does not mean that the Absolute is both identical with, and differ-
ent from the world. For at the level of the Absolute the world
does not exist. It is completely transformed, and is not to be
distinguished from the Absolute. It is only for our philosophy, for
our intellect, that there are two moments, positive and negative.
XXI
KINDS OF WHOLES AND KINDS OF RELATION BETWEEN
PARTS AND WHOLES
The significance of the idea of superposition (adhydsa) can be
best understood from another side. As the Absolute is said to be
all-comprehensive, it is regarded as a whole. But what kind of
whole is it? There are many kinds of wholes. Roughly, we may
take three: the aggregate, the mechanical whole, and the organic
whole. In an aggregate the parts are absolutely independent of
each other, both functionally and existentially. That is, they can
exist and function separately from each other, The whole is
therefore a loosely knit totality of the parts, and is completely
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